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Schedule for today

« Importance of tactile books
« Contents

o Concept development

o Language development

o Tactile language & tactile strategies

o Key items in the design to improve access
*  Where to find?

« Experience-based workshop
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General information

«  Why?
Les Doigts
V.1. professionals and carers should be able to support children in their reading, concept development & learning - ok g -
experience by improved and universal guidelines for tactile illustrated books & illustrations. Qui R .vent...
° How? ®
dedicon

By developing guidelines and a training with an experience-based workshop for professionals and caretakers of
the visually impaired.

vyv~

«  When?
P la Loi
o Startedin 2022 ays de la Loire
o Schools, publishing houses from different countries (France, The Netherlands and Belgium) de

» Different stages:
o WP1:General WP3: Testing phase of the tactile books c};{
o WRP2: Guidelines WP4: Training and website VISI ’
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Importance of tactile books

« Children with a visual impairment have limited access to accessible
books

o Their lack of vision makes them miss a lot of information

o Tactile books enlarge their world as they:

v" Provide great opportunities to introduce concepts that
otherwise will go unnoticed

v' Stimulate imagination & curiosity & reading pleasure

v" Help to understand the world around them

o Adults play an important role explaining, stimulating, and
making it a joy
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Concept development

A concept is something that is abstract, a symbol of all
knowledge on a certain object, event, or idea. Concepts
are generally explained by words, especially when they are
abstract terms.

For example:

» Does a bird sit on a tree like we, people, sit on a branch
on their bottorm?

* /s an umbrella like a bowl!, so it can ‘catch the rain’?

No illogical thought if you have never felt the legs of a
parakeet close around your finger or if you never held an
umbrella



Concept development

* \What is characteristic, what kind of variations

« Multiple senses, cognitive possibilities and language are involved

« Concepts are intertwined and build on each other

To put it simply: concepts are about understanding ‘the world around you’

Pitfall: verbalism: words without content or proper understanding, so:
» Learn about different appearances

» Explore when possible, with al senses (ex. fallen treg)
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The concept of an image (illustration, drawing, 'projection’)

* A very abstract (visual) concept to a young child!

* Don't use perspective (deforms lines and shapes)

» Use contours under a right angle (‘orthogonal’)
o Draw the contour of your hand
o Draw contours of objects that fit in the hand

o The Hungry Fingers Transfograph

* The child has to learn the underlying principles in drawings

Bob Marek — Hungry Fingers
https://www.hungryfingers.com
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To prevent misunderstandings:
this is to illustrate underlying structures, in tactile images
we don't use perspective
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» Qur concept development is structured differently

Underlying principles BT caier
(

» This needs to be taught
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Collage books

« Fun to touch, affective

» Closer to 3D, real objects possible
« (3D -2D%-2D)

Ny
T O

"The title of the book is..." B. Marek — Hungry Fingers
https://www .hungryfingers.com

Raised line drawings

» Abstract

« Cognitive lines and shapes must
gain meaning

A
y

NB: the height of relief makes no difference for understanding

I can run /’

"Playing and learning with Fleximan" B. Marek —
Hungry Fingers (https://www.hungryfingers.com)
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Working with top, front and side view

* Mental representation
* Development spatial thinking

Roundy - Dedicon
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Working with views from above, front, side

» Explanation is always
necessary

* Not only in words, use
objects as an example

Roundy - Dedicon
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Language development

Reading helps to
* Learn new words
« Contributes to socialization
 Braille helps to understand & connect to the story
* lllustrations support the story

* |t gives a physical support to the story

Children with visual impairment will ask less often to be read
to, so offer it to them.

@
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Tactile language and tactile strategies

Basic lexicon is built in the first 5 years

Words refer to their world & experiences

Basic lexicon is necessary to extend their lexicon
o With a blind child it runs slightly different

o Much more challenging

Understanding trough multisensory aspects

Verbal explanations

Tactile books can serve as a source of tactile language for example:

bumpy, ripped, dotted, rough, curved...
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Content

Key items in the design

Who are the current designers?

* They may be "occasional’, like parents or teachers
(special or ordinary), so production of single copies

* They may be professional, such as a qualified
transcriber in an institution or a private company, or
employed in a production structure, whether private
(Tactile Studio, Laville) or associative publishing house
(Les Doigts Qui Révent, Mes Mains en Or) or an
organisation for the blind such as Dedicon in the
Netherlands, DBSV in Germany, APH in the USA.
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What are tactile image techniques?

Gluing : does not require heavy investment in machines for cutting,

but requires a lot of labour time per copy

Relief drawings: random design time plus full machine production,
so low cost for series. DER can be made with thermoforming,
thermorelief (swell paper), embossing, silk-screening...

Embossing: random matrix design time plus fully mechanised
production (subcontracting), good for large production runs, so
cheap but good quality paper required

Thermoforming: random design time plus fully mechanised
production, therefore inexpensive in series (thermoforming
machines in specialised centres but not very efficient)

Sewing
»
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Our books are accessible

What makes a tactile book accessible? and made to be shared

Books must be designed and manufactured to
be accessible with

large-print

Braille texts,

varied tactile illustrations

colour contrasts to stimulate residual vision,
a binding that allows them to be opened flat,
Book size adapted to the child's hands

Roundy, Dedicon

Dag Spin, Ann M. Conefrey

2 Quest-ce qui sent bon comme ¢a. " 4 TACTILE

BRAILLE ; danslachamb edeLala - ; : = . ILLUSTRATIONS I'tIS better |f
Peut-étre sa sucette" = )

Lapetia paquerstte? You add braille or

DIFFERENT | |
BI FONT = Eh Eh Massoussontapsqrs" : TEXTURES a taCtI e e eme nt
G s Pommederenettee!.pommedap. : \ On the Cover SO

;= that children
ZLP‘:TNING MANIPULATIONS recognize it

La Maison de Lala / Lala’s house, Claire Nadaud, Les Doigts Qui Révent, 2024. ' ‘ . ‘



What kind of book do | want? What do | need to create or adapt?

All these types of books can be made using different techniques.

Pedagogical or documentaries book (schools, museums...)

IMAGES
TACTILES

Docu-drama, Les petits explorateurs tactiles au
Muséum,ed LDQR

Op de tast, volcanoes, ed Dedicon

L'égypte antique, ed. Mes mains en Or
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« Children's literature (ages 0 and up), fictional story, artists book...

B =

Adaptation

Papa poule / Jean leroy & Giulia Bruel
Edition L'école des loisirs / Edition LDQR

Flou fou!
Flou flou!

Flou flou!

Each book incorporates braille with large type, tactile illustrations and 3D objects for a
positive, interactive and inclusive reading experience.

La chasse a l'ours / Michael Rosen & Helen Oxenbury
Fdition | acnla dec lojsirs / Edition LDQR

Ou es-tu lune ? / Emile Jadoul

Contributing to a
common knowledge
by adaptating visual

CHLAC!
CHLAC!

hes dorées, qu'elle vendalt aux riches.

' . s 2 . °
illustrations
« Rapunzel » Original illustration by Bethan Woollvin Adaptation by Les Doigts Qui Révent |
(French edition, Albin Michel)

chaperon r'Va adapation ‘
colin, ed. Idgr



lllustrations and haptic perception
"Touch in motion»

Figurative illustrations

Moving through

the tall grass Walking in the snow

Symbolic illustrations
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Key items in the design: Accessibility

Cover must feature a braille title l A
. srate R v
Easy to navigate

Sufficient space BIG FONTS

TACTILE
ILLUSTRATIONS

Peut-étre sa sucette ?
La petite paquerette ?
Ou le morceau de gateau?

DIFFERENT
TEXTURES

(Illustrations must not be overcrowded) is crucial

FLAT
OPENING

MANIPULATIONS

Enlarged print and_colour contrast

La Maison de Lala / Lala’s house, Claire Nadaud, Les Doigts Qui Révent, 2024.

Tactile textures matter to the story but use colours too

"|deally printed text exclusively on the left-hand page”

Simple illustrations transformed into tactile experiences

Book should be accompanied by a key object

Design might be based around a real story or may be an adaption of a commercial book

'Y XX XX I'X,
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Where to find?

* In general:

* The Netherlands

* France:

+ Belgium:

Bibliotheek Equla https://eqgla.be ’
Please note that the list mentioned here is not exhaustive'and it /e

Tacticos.eu

Livingbraille.eu

The film: 'Reading pleasure'

DZB Lesen (https://www.dzblesen.de/shop/buecher/reliefbuecher)
Anderes sehen (https:/www.anderes-sehen.de/buecher/)

Libri tattili (https://libritattili.prociechi.it/collane-editoriali/)

American printing house for the blind (https:/www.aph.org/search-results/?fwp_content t
Hungry FIngers (www.hungryfingers.com)

www.conefreydesign.nl

Bibliotheek Service Passend Lezen www.passendlezen.nl

Les Doigts Qui Révent
Mes Mains (h -//[mesmainsenor.com/)
Association Nationale des parents d'enfants aveugles

Association Braille enfantine (https://abbe-asso.fr/)

Internal @De Kade- Spermalie multisensory library: " De prikkeltuin®
Leesplezier
Luisterpuntbibliotheek

) u,. )
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https://www.dzblesen.de/shop/buecher/reliefbuecher
https://www.anderes-sehen.de/buecher/
https://www.anderes-sehen.de/buecher/
https://www.anderes-sehen.de/buecher/
https://libritattili.prociechi.it/collane-editoriali/
https://libritattili.prociechi.it/collane-editoriali/
https://libritattili.prociechi.it/collane-editoriali/
https://www.aph.org/search-results/?fwp_content_types=product
https://www.aph.org/search-results/?fwp_content_types=product
https://www.aph.org/search-results/?fwp_content_types=product
http://www.hungryfingers.com
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.conefreydesign.nl%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHenrieke.Vanrobaeys%40de-kade.be%7C3874e91c2d884ac3b0f208ddfb3f3b29%7Cc5313d1e3f3a4ab0a128000388b22460%7C0%7C0%7C638942971167677010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cm8bJadc5O2KV7C0FUDZ5y7GWgqv%2FWX4pyBUIaX0gMc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.conefreydesign.nl%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHenrieke.Vanrobaeys%40de-kade.be%7C3874e91c2d884ac3b0f208ddfb3f3b29%7Cc5313d1e3f3a4ab0a128000388b22460%7C0%7C0%7C638942971167677010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cm8bJadc5O2KV7C0FUDZ5y7GWgqv%2FWX4pyBUIaX0gMc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.passendlezen.nl%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chenrieke.vanrobaeys%40de-kade.be%7C2a93a3bfa55c4432d92b08ddf7765d1e%7Cc5313d1e3f3a4ab0a128000388b22460%7C0%7C0%7C638938809986492673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WI%2FDOcGXdikfLzTsIE0vT2gshODkWo7PwtIm5MMWeXg%3D&reserved=0
https://mesmainsenor.com/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabbe-asso.fr%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chenrieke.vanrobaeys%40de-kade.be%7C032596b62cd8484c72e208ddf6b64604%7Cc5313d1e3f3a4ab0a128000388b22460%7C0%7C0%7C638937984916985514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V45p4OnKLFOteT%2FJSPbQypOqRC92JFpdRe6uWsSjuag%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabbe-asso.fr%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chenrieke.vanrobaeys%40de-kade.be%7C032596b62cd8484c72e208ddf6b64604%7Cc5313d1e3f3a4ab0a128000388b22460%7C0%7C0%7C638937984916985514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V45p4OnKLFOteT%2FJSPbQypOqRC92JFpdRe6uWsSjuag%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabbe-asso.fr%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chenrieke.vanrobaeys%40de-kade.be%7C032596b62cd8484c72e208ddf6b64604%7Cc5313d1e3f3a4ab0a128000388b22460%7C0%7C0%7C638937984916985514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V45p4OnKLFOteT%2FJSPbQypOqRC92JFpdRe6uWsSjuag%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feqla.be%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chenrieke.vanrobaeys%40de-kade.be%7C2a93a3bfa55c4432d92b08ddf7765d1e%7Cc5313d1e3f3a4ab0a128000388b22460%7C0%7C0%7C638938809986519859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vR3kajFHUGVsBooYDYRLZ9fNE5uDOOe6AwtFSwewM4g%3D&reserved=0
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Experience-based moment: tips and tricks!

Prepare the environment
"‘TT( o Sitting comfortably
o Position of the book
Discuss the cover
E o Describe it briefly
o Encourage curiosity by asking questions
Introduce the title and synopsis
a o Read the title aloud
o Explain the story in simple language

g Story first, then feel or just the other way around

o Depending on the child's needs
o Imagining the story before tactile exploration

X KXY IR
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Experience-based moment: tips and tricks!

Hand on hand — hand under hand
Ve~ o o Tactile exploration
gt =y o Supports tactile learning
o Helps overcome tactile defensiveness

f-. ~ Repetition
-

o Helps reinforce learning

Verbal information focused on the story

. o Helps connect the tactile experience to the story
’)) o Keep descriptions brief but complete enough

24 "

Knowledge of the child's level
o Assess the cognitive level
o For a younger child keep the activity short

Y FXY X
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Experience-based moment: tips and tricks!

v

Creating a safe and enjoyable experience
o Relaxed environment
o Discover the book at their own speed

D Knowledge of book handling
W o Handle the book gently
o Ensure raised elements or braille are not damaged

Lay-out (Ideally)
o Right-hand page: illustration

o Left-hand page: text (braille and large print

' Testing extra skills
Include additional learning

©)
O

Y FXY X
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Tips and tricks for reading tactile books
with visually impaired children

Prepare the environment
s.‘ I r( o Sit comfortably

o Position of the book

Discuss the cover
o Describe it briefly

> Encourage curiosity by asking questions

Read the title aloud

@ Introduce the title and summary
o Explain/summarize the story in simple language

Story first, then feel or vice-versa
¢ Depending on the child’s needs
9 ¢ Use imagination before tactile exploration

Hand on hand / hand under hand
P~ o Tactile exploration
= » Supports tactile learning

= Helps overcome tactile defence

f-. Repetition
H = Helps reinforce learning

Verbal information focused on the story
.)))

> Helps connect the tactile experience to the story
o Keep descriptions brief but complete enough

Knowledge of the child’s level
o Assess the cognitive level
o For a younger child keep the activity short

Creating a safe and enjoyable experience
o Relaxed environment
Discover the book at their own speed

Knowledge of book handling
s Handle the book gently
s Ensure raised elements or braille are not damaged

Lay-out
o Right-hand page
» Left-hand page

Testing extra skills
Include additional learning

Mmoo Q O



Experience-based moment

» Close your eyes when exploring tactile images

* Things may feel very different from what you expect
* The image explains light and heavy fog

» By touch you hardly feel Roundy!

« For touch it is also nice to cover Roundy with thin and
thicker cloth as is suggested in the tips for explaining.

27
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Back to the start: example A long journey

Don't forget: the beginning is simple

A bird Is a texture + shape (with a triangle)

Big party to recognize, fun to touch

The story is about friendship, building trust,

overcoming fear.

Getting to know what real birds (may) look, feel or
sound like and how they move: will come In due time,
step by step, after many experiences, playing,
crafting, stories, tactile images and, at the same time,

learning new words...

@

Along journey - LDQR
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Experience-based moment

e 2 workshops
« Workshop 1: Make a tactile book
* Experience the making of a tactile book
« Tips & tricks to make a tactile book with small objects who are
found in every household

« Workshop 2: Experience-based moment 9
» Blindfolded experience lET s

1 trainer -1 trainee

X KXY IR
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For more details we are pleased to refer you to our website www.tacticos.eu

TACTICES
d EX4 ERXY DX

Equal access to the joy of reading a book for all children!

Thank you for your attention and for joining us!


http://www.tacticos.eu/
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