Tips and tricks for reading tactile books
with visually impaired children

Prepare the environment
k I r( o Sit comfortably

o Position of the book

Discuss the cover
o Describe it briefly

o Encourage curiosity by asking questions

o Read the title aloud
o Explain/summarize the story in simple language

a Introduce the title and summary

Story first, then feel or vice-versa
o Depending on the child’s needs
o o Use imagination before tactile exploration

Hand on hand / hand under hand

V- o Tactile exploration

O 4 o Supports tactile learning
o Helps overcome tactile defence

f-. Repetition

‘_} o Helps reinforce learning

Verbal information focused on the story
.’)) o Helps connect the tactile experience to the story
o Keep descriptions brief but complete enough
Knowledge of the child’s level
o Assess the cognitive level
o For a younger child keep the activity short

Creating a safe and enjoyable experience
o Relaxed environment
o Discover the book at their own speed

Knowledge of book handling
o Handle the book gently
o Ensure raised elements or braille are not damaged

Lay-out
o Right-hand page
o Left-hand page

Testing extra skills
o Include additional learning
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